


�.�L�Q�J �'�R�P  �0�D�Q�X�H�O �,�� �Z�K�R 
ruled from 1495 to 1521, lent 
�K�L�V �Q�D�P�H �W�R �D �Q�H�Z �O�D�W�H���*�R�W�K�L�F 
style of architecture.   The two 
�E�H�V�W �V�X�U�Y�L�Y�L�Q�J �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V �R�I 
Manueline architecture are 
the Torre de Belem and the 
Mosteiro dos Jeronimos.   Both 
of these monuments are in the 
�P�X�V�W���V�H�H �Z�D�W�H�U�I�U�R�Q�W �V�X�E�X�U�E �R�I 
Belem some 6 km (3.5 miles) 
west of the city centre.   It was 
from Belem that Vasco da Gama 
sailed to India.  Today the tomb 
of the great seafarer lies within 
the monastery.  Originally built in the middle of the Tejo between 
1515 and 1520, the Torre de Belem fortress became joined to 
the river’s right bank after the Tejo changed course following the 
Great Earthquake.  Belem’s 52 metre high (170 feet) riverside 
�0�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W �W�R �W�K�H �'�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�L�H�V �Z�D�V �E�X�L�O�W �L�Q �������� �W�R �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H �W�K�H 
�¿�Y�H �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�W�K �D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\ �R�I �W�K�H �G�H�D�W�K �R�I �3�U�L�Q�F�H �+�H�Q�U�\ �W�K�H 
�1�D�Y�L�J�D�W�R�U ���������������������� �Z�K�R �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G �D�Q�G �¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�G �W�K�H �¿�U�V�W �R�I 
�3�R�U�W�X�J�D�O�¶�V �J�U�H�D�W �V�H�D �H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

The 25th of April Bridge, 2.4km (1.5 miles) long and with 
one kilometre (3,280 feet) between its towers, is one of the 
world’s longest suspension bridges.  It was constructed in 1966 
�E�\ �W�K�H �¿�U�P �Z�K�L�F�K �E�X�L�O�W �6�D�Q �)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�R�¶�V �*�R�O�G�H�Q �*�D�W�H �%�U�L�G�J�H���� 
The 16km (10 mile) Vasco da Gama Bridge, Europe’s second 
longest, also spans the Tejo at Lisbon.  In 1959 the gigantic 100 
metre high (330 feet) Cristo Rei statue was built across the river 
overlooking Lisbon, imitating the Rio de Janeiro original.

Lisbon’s oldest quarter, the Alfama, dates from the eleventh 
century when the Moors ruled and is capped by the Castelo de 
�6�D�R �-�R�U�J�H�� �W�K�H �I�R�U�P�H�U �U�R�\�D�O �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H���� �2�W�K�H�U �G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V �R�I �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W 
�W�R �W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V �D�U�H �W�K�H �%�D�L�[�D�� �&�K�L�D�G�R �D�Q�G �%�D�L�U�U�R �$�O�W�R���� �2�Q�F�H �W�K�H 
�K�H�D�U�W �R�I �P�H�G�L�H�Y�D�O �/�L�V�E�R�Q�� �W�K�H �%�D�L�[�D �L�V �Q�R�Z �D �E�X�V�\ �F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O 
centre.   At one time the centre of Lisbon’s intellectual life, a 
��������  �¿�U�H �G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G �W�K�H �F�R�U�H �R�I �W�K�H �&�K�L�D�G�R���� �7�K�H �%�D�L�U�U�R �$�O�W�R 
�V�S�U�D�Q�J �W�R �O�L�I�H �Z�K�H�Q �.�L�Q�J �'�R�P �0�D�Q�X�H�O �, �V�K�L�I�W�H�G �K�L�V �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H 
�I�U�R�P �W�K�H �&�D�V�W�H�O�R �W�R �W�K�H �Z�D�W�H�U�I�U�R�Q�W �H�D�U�O�\ �L�Q �W�K�H �V�L�[�W�H�H�Q�W�K �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� 
Today it is a district of antiquarian bookstores by day and of a 
large number of fado houses, bars and clubs by night.

A trip to Lisbon would not be complete without a visit to 
the Calouste Gulbenkian Museum, one of the world’s great 
�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�V �Z�R�U�N�V �R�I �D�U�W �I�U�R�P ���������� �%���&�� �W�R �W�K�H 
�H�D�U�O�\ �W�Z�H�Q�W�L�H�W�K �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �*�X�O�E�H�Q�N�L�D�Q�� �D �P�X�O�W�L���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�D�L�U�H�����U�H�V�L�G�H�G 
in Lisbon from 1942 until his death in 1955.   Housed in a 
wonderful modern building, this museum is best reached by 
�W�D�[�L������ 

�+�L�O�O�\ �6�L�Q�W�U�D�� �����N�P ������ �P�L�O�H�V�� �Q�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W �R�I �/�L�V�E�R�Q�� �P�D�N�H�V���I�R�U 
a fascinating day trip.  A summer resort for Portuguese royalty, 

�6�L�Q�W�U�D �E�R�D�V�W�V �W�K�H �3�D�O�D�F�L�R �1�D�F�L�R�Q�D�O �Z�K�H�U�H �U�R�\�D�O�V �G�Z�H�O�W �I�R�U ������ 
years until 1910.   Although this is Portugal’s oldest surviving 
royal palace, dating back to Moorish times, much of what can 
�E�H �V�H�H�Q �D�Q�G �W�R�X�U�H�G �W�R�G�D�\ �L�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �¿�I�W�H�H�Q�W�K �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �2�Q 
�W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �K�D�Q�G�� �6�L�Q�W�U�D�¶�V �3�D�O�D�F�L�R �G�H �3�H�Q�D �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �F�D�O�O�H�G 
a “wedding cake of a palace.”   Built in the 1840s, this hilltop 
fantasy is a bizarre riot of domes and towers that survives as 
a museum portrayed in the very condition in which it was left 
�Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H �U�R�\�D�O �I�D�P�L�O�\ �À�H�G �W�K�H �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\ �L�Q ����������

�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U �H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W �G�D�\ �W�U�L�S �L�V �W�R �W�K�H �Q�H�D�U�E�\�� �P�H�G�L�H�Y�D�O �Z�D�O�O�H�G 
�W�R�Z�Q �R�I���2�E�L�G�R�V�� �I�R�X�Q�G�H�G �L�Q ������ �%�� �&�������'�X�U�L�Q�J �D �I�R�X�U���K�R�X�U �F�R�D�F�K 
�W�R�X�U �I�U�R�P �G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q �/�L�V�E�R�Q�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V �F�D�Q �Y�L�V�L�W �W�K�H �V�H�Y�H�Q�W�H�H�Q�W�K��
century parish church and enjoy a stroll while window shopping 
�D�O�R�Q�J �2�E�L�G�R�V�¶���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\ �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�T�X�H �D�Q�G �Q�H�D�U�O�\ �F�D�U���O�H�V�V �P�D�L�Q 
street.  The castle above the town has been converted into a 
hotel.

�)�H�Z �F�L�W�L�H�V �D�U�H �D�V �H�F�F�H�Q�W�U�L�F �D�Q�G �D�V �D�O�O�X�U�L�Q�J �D�V���O�R�Y�H�O�\ �/�L�V�E�R�Q�� 
which is best visited during its warm and dry summer season 
�I�U�R�P �0�D�\ �W�R �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���� �5�R�X�Q�G �W�U�L�S �D�L�U�I�D�U�H �I�U�R�P �&�D�L�U�R �W�R �/�L�V�E�R�Q 
�R�Q �,�E�H�U�L�D �Y�L�D �0�D�G�U�L�G �E�H�J�L�Q�V �I�U�R�P���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\ �(�*�3 ������������

�$�%�2�8�7 �7�(�' �&�2�2�.�6�2�1���� �(�J�\�S�W�¶�V �P�R�V�W �Z�L�G�H�O�\���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G 
travel agent, Ted has been to every country in the world!  
He has also visited 310 of the 319 destinations on the list 
of the Travelers’ Century Club (visit www.eptours.com and 
refer to World Travel Club).  A travel agent in Cairo since 
���������� �7�H�G �P�D�Q�D�J�H�V �(�*�<�3�7 �3�$�1�2�5�$�0�$ �7�2�8�5�6�� �D �I�X�O�O��
service travel agency, at 4 Road 79 (between Roads 9 and 
10, near the “El Maadi” metro station) in Maadi.  Contact 
�(�J�\�S�W �3�D�Q�R�U�D�P�D �7�R�X�U�V ���R�S�H�Q �� �G�D�\�V �D �Z�H�H�N �� �$�0���� �3�0�� 
�D�W���� �7�H�O�� �������������������� �������������������� ���������������������� �)�D�[ ����������
������������ �(���P�D�L�O���� �H�S�W�#�O�L�Q�N���Q�H�W���� �:�H�E �V�L�W�H���� �Z�Z�Z���H�S�W�R�X�U�V��
�F�R�P���� �7�K�H �S�D�V�V�Z�R�U�G �I�R�U �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V �L�V �H�S�W�F�R�R�O���� �%�R�W�K �W�H�[�W �D�Q�G 
�3�'�) �Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V �R�I �D�O�O �R�I �7�H�G�¶�V �W�U�D�Y�H�O �D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �V�L�Q�F�H 
2002 are archived online at www.eptours.com under “Ted’s 
International Travel Articles.”  Many of the archived articles 
also contain video clips! 

Torre de Belem

Walls and roofs of 
Obidos Obidos parish church Obidos street

Souvenirs for sale in 
Obidos

Obidos shop Windows in Obidos Historic Lisbon elevator


